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The increase in real wages which occurred from 1870 onwards
was not the result of agricultural prosperity and rising prices for
agricultural products. The prices of most agricultural products were
lower in 1914 than in 1880, while wages were higher. Compared
with 1879-81, wages, in terms of wheat, were 5 5 per cent, higher in
1914, and, in terms of British beef, 31 per cent, higher.
The relative movement in wages and the prices of agricultural
products since 1914 are given in Table 40 on page 145. After a
decline during the War, and an increase from 1918 to 1921, agricul-
tural wages in 1924 bore about the same relation to agricultural
prices that they had before the War. Thereafter prices fell, at first
gradually, but after 1929 rapidly, while wages fell only slightly, so
that in 1933 wages were 71 per cent, higher compared to prices than
they had been before the War.
The rise in agricultural wages was due, in the main, not to an
increase in demand but to a decline in supply consequent upon the
growing demand for workers in industry, and the higher wages paid
there.
The wage-rates in industry must be compared not with the mini-
mum rates in agriculture, but with the actual rates (Table 41). At
the time when the field inquiry already mentioned1 was made the
minimum rate in Oxfordshire was 31^. 6d. per week for a normal
working week of 50 hours in summer and 48 hours in winter. In
weeks in which public holidays, such as Easter Monday and Christ-
inas Day, fall, these hours were reduced. When the hours worked
were in excess of these figures, overtime was payable at the rate of
9 J<£ per hour. In Berkshire the minimum rate was 3 is. per week for
a 5o-hour week in both winter and summer with overtime at 9^. per
hour. Certain allowances were recognized by the wages committees
as forming part of the minimum wage and these could be deducted
from the minimum rate to arrive at the minimum cash wage payment.
The rent of the cottage, for instance,- was reckoned as a part of the
wages of 9 of the labourers visited.
The maximum wage reported was 55^. per week, which included
perquisites valued at 5^., and was earned by a foreman. Eight other
workers earned more than 40^. per week. Except for one lorry and
tractor driver, these were all cowmen or dairymen. The majority
of the workers, however, earned from 32^. to 36^. per week. Ten
men were earning less than 32^. per week and 5 earned less than the
minimum wage (31^. 6d. in Oxfordshire and 31^ in Berkshire). In
three cases this was due to the men being either over or under age,
1 See p. 127 above.

